
Hospital for Contagious Diseases.
—

The
contract has just been awarded by the national
government for the construction of an island in
New York Harbor on which is to be built a fine
hospital for contagious diseases in connection
with the Ellis Island immigrant station. The
new island, the area of which is to be four and
three-fifths acres, will be located just west of
Ellis Island, from which it will be separated by
250 feet of water.
Efficiency of School Fire Drill.—On

two occasions during the past week the efficacy
of the fire drill for the children of the public
schools has been strikingly demonstrated. One
of the fires was in public school No. 3, Hancock
Street, Brooklyn, and in four minutes 2,500 chil-
dren filed safely out of the building. The other
fire was in school No. 122 at North Street and
First Avenue, Manhattan, and 1,800 children
marched out. Fortunately, neither of these fires
proved serious, but a short time ago when the
Grove Street schoolhouse was completely con-

sumed, equal success was shown in getting a very
large number of children out of the building in
admirable order and with an entire absence of
panic.
Officers of County Branch of State Medi-

cal Association.
—

At the annual meeting of
the New York County Branch of the State Medi-
cal Association, held April 17, the following offi-
cers were elected for the ensuing year: President,
Dr. Francis J. Quinlan; First Vice-President, Dr.
John A. Bodine; Second Vice-President, Dr. H. H.
Seabrook; Recording Secretary, Dr. Wm. R.
Stone; Corresponding Secretary, Dr. Charles G.
Child; Treasurer, Dr. Charles E. Denison. The
majority of these were re-elections.
Clinic for Treatment of Pulmonary Dis-

eases.
—

Commissioner Darlington has issued a
statement to the effect that the clinic of the Health
Department for the treatment of communicable
pulmonary diseases has successfully passed the
experimental stage, and has proved a most valu-
able aid in the department's campaign against
tuberculosis. The clinic, occupying a building
erected especially for it, adjoining the depart-
ment's main offices, was opened on March 1,
1904, and during its first year there applied for
treatment 5,400 patients, making 13,740 visits
to the clinic, a daily average of 44 patients. Of
this number, 527 were placed in hospitals and
sanatoria, and 610 patients are now under treat-
ment at the clinic. It is the intention of the
department to open a clinic on similar lines in

the Borough of Brooklyn, about the first of May,
and a building on Henry Street has recently
been leased for the purpose.
American Physical Education Society.

—The annual meeting of the American Physical
Education Society was held at the Teachers'
College, Columbia University, on April 17, 18
and 19. Among those who read papers were Dr.
Luther H. Gulick, director of physical training
in the New York public schools, who is the
President of the Association, Dr. Dudley Allen
Sargent of Harvard, Dr. Henry Ling Taylor of
New York and Dr. George L. Meylan, director
of the Columbia University gymnasium. On
the last day of the meeting a lecture was given
by Dr. R. Tait McKenzie, with illustrations by
himself and the jiu-jitsu expert, John J. O'Brien,
Ex-Inspector of Police of Nagasaki.
Apportionment of Collection of Hospital

Saturday and Sunday Association.
—

On April
18, the distributing committee of the Hospital
Saturday and Sunday Association met in the
Mayor's office and made the apportionment of
the annual collection among the various hospitals
represented in the association, on the basis of
the amount of free work done by each institu-
tion during the year 1904. The total amount for
distribution of the undesignated fund, after the
deduction of expenses, was $76,000 this year,
and the hospitals receiving over $2,000 were the
following: Montefiore Home and Hospital for
Chronic Invalids, $7,600; Mount Sinai Hospital,
$5,059; St. Luke's Hospital, $4,570; German
Hospital and Dispensary, $4,397; Roosevelt
Hospital, $3,941; Nursery and Child's Hospital,
$3,879; Lebanon Hospital, $3,682; Lincoln Home
and Hospital (colored), $3,654; Hospital for
Ruptured and Crippled, $3,569; New York
Post-Graduate Hospital, $3,036; New York
Infant Asylum, $2,861; St. Mary's Free Hos-
pital for Children, $2,512; Home for Incurables,
$2,310; Sloane Maternity Hospital, $2,038. The
smallest amount apportioned, was $250, and this
sum was given to each of the last three hospitals
on the list.

Miscellany.
DINNER IN HONOR OF DR. CRENFELL.
On April 14 a dinner was given in New York

in honor of Dr. Wilfred T. Grenfell, who has
accomplished such admirable work in Labrador.
On Sunday, the 16th, Dr. Grenfell delivered
an address at a public meeting for men, in the
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Majestic Theatre, on the subject, " My Life among
Arctic Fishermen." It is stated that when he
returns to Labrador in May, he will take with
him about $60,000 collected in the United States
and a substantial contribution from Andrew
Carnegie for the establishment of loan libraries
along the coast; also that he will be accompan-
ied by two young women who have volunteered
their services as settlement workers, and who
will pay their own expenses. Both have had
considerable experience fitting them for work in
the Labrador mission, one of them being con-
nected with the New York Tenement House
Department and the other with the Protestant
Episcopal Church of the Land and the Sea.
-•-

TYPHOID FEVER IN RELATION TO THE
URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION

OF THE UNITED STATES.
Seneca Egbert (Philadelphia) shows by refer-

ence to the United States Census Report on Vital
Statistics for 1900, and by means of graphic
charts illustrating the numerical data of this
report, that typhoid fever is much more preva-
lent in the rural portions of the country. He
attributes this high incidence of the disease to
the unsanitary conditions prevalent in the many
towns and villages that, being under 8,000 in
population, are too small to be classed with the
urban and which, therefore, make up a large part
of the so-called rural population. He concludes:
(1) Popular education as to the causation
and dissemination of typhoid fever and similar
maladies is especially important in the locali-
ties and districts indicated by the charts. (2)
It is the duty of physicians to impress upon their
typhoid patients the importance and necessity
of disinfection measures, not only during but also
long after convalescence. (3) The profession
should urge improvement, purification and care
of public water supplies, and should induce those
depending on private or suspicious sources to
protect themselves against the danger of infec-
tion. (4) The profession should work for uni-
form and satisfactory registration laws and
methods, as these always reflexly foster improve-
ment in sanitary conditions. —American Medi-
cine, April 22, 1905.

CEREBROSPINAL MENINGITIS IN NEW YORK.
The epidemic of cerebrospinal meningitis

appears to show no signs of any marked abate-
ment in the near future. During the week
ending April 15, the official record was 117 deaths
from it, as against 110 deaths in the preceding
week. In the week ending April 22, however,
the number decreased to 104. In the epidemic
of last spring the maximum mortality in any one
week (which was 90) was not reached until the
middle of May. In a paper on the disease, read
before the New York County Branch of the State

Medical Association on April 17, Dr. Francis
Huber stated that of 112 cases treated last year atthe Gouverneur Hospital, no less than 74 provedfatal. Of the remaining, 28 recovered and 10
were discharged with chronic disabilities. At
the meeting of the New York Academy of Medi-
cine on April 20, when Dr. George L. Peabodyread his paper in which the negative results ob-
tained at the Roosevelt Hospital from the use
of diphtheria antitoxin in cerebrospinal menin-
gitis were reported, a similar experience was givenby a number of representatives of the visitingstaffs of prominent New York hospitals. Amongthese were Drs. Francis P. Kinnicutt of the Pres-
byterian Hospital, Henry P. Loomis of the New
York Hospital, Dr. William K. Draper of Belle-
vue, Dr. Richard Van Santvoord of Harlem Hos-
pital, and Dr. William M. Leszynsky of the
Lebanon Hospital. It is stated that the health
department's cerebrospinal meningitis commission
has ascertained that it is possible for the menin-
gococcus to be present in the cerebrospinal fluid
without giving rise to meningitis or otherwise
impair the health of the individual.

TAPEWORMS AND TUBERCULOSIS.
It was recently published in the newspapers,

as coming from the United States Consul at Vera
Cruz, Mexico, to the effect that " the tapeworm
is the natural enemy of tuberculosis, and that
the latter cannot exist where the other is present."
How much truth there is in this remarkable
proposition may be judged from the evidence of
Dr. A. A. Levy, who was recently resident physi-
cian at the Montefiore Home Country Sanitarium
for Consumptives at Bedford Station, N. Y.
He states that during his service there he observed
a number of instances of tapeworm among the
patients, and that in one case he succeeded in
the complete removal of the parasite within
twenty-four hours. This patient was a " posi-
tive " tubercular, the sputum showing on many
repeated examinations the presence of the bacilli.

Correspondence.
SPLINT MATERIAL WANTED.

Haverhill, Mass., April 19, 1905.
Mr. Editor: Some seven or more years ago an agent

called at my office from whom I purchased a material for
splints

—

in fact, bought a set of splints and some of the
material as well. This was of unknown construction,
brown in color, perforated. When placed in an oven it
became soft and could be molded into any shape, hard-
ening in a few minutes nearly as hard as plaster of Paris.
I am of the impression it was made in Maine. It was
the most satisfactory splint material I have ever found,
but the agent has never called again nor have I been
able to find the house that makes it after repeated in-
quiries in every direction. If any one can inform me
where I can obtain the material or give me the address
of the agent, I should deem it a favor.Truly yours,

Francis W. Anthony, M.D.,
Room 303, 50 Merrimack St.
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